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Stalking God By Bobby Duncan

In our men’s small group last night, several comments revealed
personal growth. We have a diverse crew. A couple guys are
widowed; still grieving their loss. A couple younger guys are in
recovery from divorce; finding new direction. A couple more are
retired from long successful careers. While a couple more are still
working full-time, looking forward to retirement.

It's a weird sort of mix. God blends these guys together like a real
band of brothers. Several of these guys are veterans, like myself.
I would describe the normal vibe in our small group as healthy, open, honest, and genuine. Some fellas make it to
group weekly; others, not as often because of work schedules.

The guys are different ages, in different stages of life, but everyone is on board with one thing — they come for
group support and a desire that God will deepen their faith. Our group is punctual. We begin on time and finish on
time. We spend 60 minutes with a few directed questions related to books we read together.

Currently, we're reading the Bob Goff book, UNDISTRACTED. Chapter 8 last night began with examples where Goff
was stalked by a few “creepy people” wanting to get too personal without permission. One example was on a
crowded flight. His seat mate placed a laptop in Goff’s lap while he was snoozing. The stranger had recognized the
author sitting next to him and he wanted to meet him in person. Not cool. Goff found it necessary to explain the
concept of personal space.

A similar example happened when an X (Twitter) follower attempted to meet the famous author by trickery at an
airport pickup ride. This did not go well either. Famous or well-known public figures need clear, healthy boundaries
for their own sanity and safety.

Goff goes on to warn us that we need to safeguard our privacy but also be generous and available for others when
possible. On page 80 Goff writes: “I think it's immensely important we get this balance right in our relationships.
We also need some balance when it comes to our relationship with Jesus. Have you been stalking Jesus? Have you
memorized verses and learned the location of every Bible story? Do you know all the Bible names and genealogies?
Have you been in church so long that you forgot how to communicate (normal, not a sermon) with the guy at the
tire store ... who would only go ... if he lost a bet?”

Goff continues, “Stalking Jesus looks like a bunch of knowledge without an equal portion of action.” Others will
believe we love God and love people by our actions and behaviors that demonstrate love. This was the part of the
chapter where our guys around the table began to share open, honest discussion — personal examples of their
hearts being transformed - sacrificing time, talent, and treasure to serve others instead of only themselves.

We wrapped up by saying: Jesus had a lot to say about “stalkers” in the Bible. He named called them “hypocrites”
in Matthew 15:7-9, 23:27-28. Religious leaders who had a mouthful of Bible knowledge but little action to support
their words. The Bible warns us not be “phoney, posers, pretenders,” whose hearts are motivated by personal gain
or false intentions. Just be real, genuine, and more like Jesus (James 1:22;1 Peter 2:1; Phil 2:3-4).

We walked away desiring to continue growing our faith. Undistracted — God helping us along this journey. Check
out small groups. They’re a great place to grow your faith.



